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PROFESSOR THOMAS EGLESTON. 

Thomas Egleston, planner and first pro- 
fessor of the School of Mines of Columbia 
University, died on Monday morning, Jan- 
uary 15th, at his home, 35 West Washing- 
ton Square, New York City, at the age of 
sixty-seven years. 

Professor Egleston was born in New York 
City, December 9, 1832. He prepared for 
college under Dr. Dudley, of Northamp- 
ton, took the regular four years' classical 
course at Yale and graduated in 1854 ; and 
in the following year took a post graduate 
course in the Yale Scientific School of An- 
alytical Chemistry under Professor Benja- 
min Silliman, Jr. 

In 1856 he went to Europe more for rest 
than to pursue any special course of study, 
but, becoming interested in the lectures in 
geology and chemistry at the Jardin des 
Plantes of Paris, he spent a good deal of 
time in the collections and laboratories and 
later, desiring to pursue more systematic 
work, applied for and obtained the per- 
mission of the government to attend certain 
lectures at the Ecole des Mines, especially 
those of Professor de Senarmont on Min- 
eralogy, of Elie de Beaumont on Geology, 
and of Professor Bayle on Paleontology. 
He completed his course at the school in 
1860, having not only attended the lectures 
but worked in all the laboratories. During 
the vacations and at the close of his course 
he travelled extensively in France and Ger- 
many, studying and collecting. 
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fossils, regarding his Hydnoceras as a cepha- 
lopod. In the same year Vanuxem described 
another form, Uphantsenia, as a plant, and this 
was the current interpretation for all the 
Dictyospongidee until 1881, when Whitfield, 
from Lower Carbonic material, determined that 
they were the remains of sponges. Nearly all 
these fossils are found in sandstone, while the 
living Ewplectellas are commonly anchored on 
muddy bottoms. 

The present monograph begins with ' Gen- 
eral Observations on the Sponges.' These are 
followed by sections. on the affinities, structure 
of the skeleton, preservation, and occurrence, 
of the Dictyospongidee. A detailed review of 
the bibliography, in which there are 42 entries, 
is next given, and then come a classification 
and the descriptions of genera and species. 
The family Dictyospongidee is here divided into 
seven sub-families, all new. These are : Dicty- 
ospongiinse, Thysanodictyinee, Calathospongiinte, 
Physospongiinm, Hyphantseniim, Hallodictyinte, 
and Aglithodictyinee. Of new genera there are 
Dictyospongia, Hydriodictya, Prismodictya, Oon- 
glospongia, Botryodictya, Tylodictya, Helicodictya, 
Bhabdosispongia, Geratodictya, Lebedictya, Thy- 
sanodictya, Arystidietya, Aclceodictya Gripho- 
dictya, Calathospongia, Clepsydrospongia, Roem- 
erispongia, Hallodictya and Aglithodietya. Masto- 
dietya is another new genus, but is undefined. 
Sphserodictya is proposed to replace in part 
Teganium Rauff, which seems to include heter- 
ogeneous material. Cyathophycus is considered 
objectionable, because the name indicates a 
plant. On this ground Dawson changed it to 
Cyathospongia, a name used earlier by Hall. In 
this volume, the latter term is replaced by 
Oyathodiclya. It is a question whether anything 
is gained by these changes (Cyathophycus to 
Cyathodictya, and Uphantssnia to Hyphantsenia). 

Hydnoceras Conrad was proposed for ' an 
extravagant type of orthoceran cephaloped.' 
This, however, never came into use and is here 
revived ' not because it was founded on a mis- 
conception, but because it perpetuates one ' 
(sic). On the other hand Dictyophyton was in- 
troduced by Hall in 1863, ' at the request of 
Mr. Conrad * * * to replace the term Hydno- 
ceras.' The genotype is D. newberryi, which 
was also accepted for Thamnodictya in 1884. 



Under the rules of nomenclature such changes 
are not usually permissible, but since Dictyo- 
phyton ' tends to perpetuate the old and erro- 
neous conception of the algous nature of these 
fossils' the name may be allowed. 

The paleontology of New York serves as the 
highest expression of the work on American 
invertebrates, not only from a scientific stand- 
point, but also in artistic appearance. This 
volume on the sponges continues the previous 
standard, in spite of the fact that the preserva- 
tion of the extinct glass sponges does not per- 
mit of much detailed elaboration. From an 
artistic standpoint, the present monograph is 
equalled by no other, not even by the elaborate 
' Systeme Silurien du Centre de la Boheme ' of 
Barrande. Professor Hall long ago recognized 
the accurate and artistic draughtsmanship of 
Mr. George B. Simpson and the ability of Mr. 
Philip Ast in lithographic work. Few can appre- 
ciate the skill and patience of the latter in over- 
coming technical difficulties. For 50 years New 
York has nobly supported her workers in pure 
science, and paleontologists look to that Com- 
monwealth and to Dr. Clarke for a continuance 
of the splendid series of volumes on the pale- 
ontology of the State. 

Charles Schuchbrt. 
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